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I  GILBERT  Ai.D  ELLICE  ISLANDS  COLONY 

I  1 


High  Corn! s si oner*  s  Court  for  the  Western  Pacific. 


Wostcrn^Poolflc*”133  Inn°s  Wernhat'>  *P«tjr  Co™ioS“kr  X3  ’ 


(Sgd)  D.  C.  I,  Wernhcn 
Deputy  Commissioner  for  the 
Western  Pacific 


DEATH  INQUIRY 

the  following  two,nyStwoCporsonsC-S°n  *°  belleVe  that  the  decths  of 
1#  cnd^Elllce  &SS."”100  of  the 

2’  "Euiofro^Adfe^onr^V^wn:"106  °f  the  °llbcrt  and 

3.  Isaac  R.  Handley,  retired  Raster  Mariner,  residing  at  Tarawa. 

4-  AisLdsASol”RretlrCd  Irrder-  of  Nonoutl>  end  Ellice 

AislAndsdcilony!i0nCry’  reSldlng  Ct  Eeru-  Gilbcrt  end  Ellice 
6.  A.  C.  Hoenan,  Wireless  Operator  in  the  service  of  the  Now 

sa^iSTiSss:  sup**1* stntioncd  ct  ™ 

7*  M5C£rthy’  Wireless  Operator  in  the  service  of  the  New 

SffiSlSrSSSSj  Colonybner3y  St0tlOned  ct  'd“> 

8-  “zo^d  S^f^SS  SEES  ^t^neT^L^i&t 

and  Ellice  Islands  Colony.  uriE»  L,11Dert 

9  •  E.  McKenna ,  Wireless  Operator  in  the  service  of  the  New 

SfEnice^S’coJonyr"0115'  fit  “*■ 

10,  A.  L.  Trylor,  Wireless  Operator  in  the  service  of  the  New 
Zeairnd  Government,  and  formerly  stationed  ct  Beru,  Gilbert 
and  Ellice  Islands  Colony,  1 
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11.  T.  C.  Murray,  Wireless  Operator  in  the  service  of  the  New 

Zeeland  Government,  end  formerly  stationed  at  Beru, 

Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands  Colony. 

12.  C.  A.  Pearsall,  Wireless  Operator  in  the  service  cf  the  New 

Zealand  Government,  and  formerly  stationed  at  Tannna, 
Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands  Colony. 

13.  L.  B.  Speedy,  Private  (64653),  New  Zealand  Expeditionary 

Force,  formerly  stationed  at  Me i ana,  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
Islands  Colony, 

14.  C.  J.  Owen,  Private  (64606),  Now  Zealand  Expeditionary  Force, 

formerly  stationed  at  Mai ana,  Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands 
Colony . 

15.  D.  H.  Howe,  Private  (64056),  New  Zealand  Expeditionary  Force, 

formerly  stationed  at  Abomama,  Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands 
Colony . 

16.  R.  J.  Hitchen,  Private  (63882),  New  Zealand  Expeditionary 

Force,  formerly  stationed  at  Abencna,  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
Islands  Colony. 

17.  R.  Jones,  Private  (64485),  New  Zealand  Expeditionary  Force, 

formerly  stationed  at  Kurin,  Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands 
Colony . 

18.  R.  A.  Ellis,  Private  (64382),  IIov;  Zoalcnd  Expeditionary  Force, 

formerly  stationed  at  Kurin,  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
Islands  Colony. 

19.  C.  A.  Kilpin,  Private  (64057),  New  Zealand  Expeditionary 

Force,  formerly  stationed  at  Nonouti,  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
Islands  Colony. 

20.  J.  H.  Nichol,  Private  (64062)  New  Zealand  Expeditionary  Force, 

formerly  stationed  at  Nonouti,  Gilbert  and  Ellice  Islands 
Colony. 

21.  W.  A.  R.  Parker,  Private  (64005),  New  Zealand  Expeditionary 

Force,  formerly  stationed  at  Tanana,  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
Islands  Colcny. 

22.  R.  H.  McKenzie,  Private  (64022),  New  Zealand  Expeditionary 

Force,  formerly  stationed  at  Tannna,  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
Islands  Colony. 

occurred  at  Tarawa  in  the  Gilbert  Islands  District  and  were  brought 
about  by  violence,  it  is  therefore  lawful  for  no  to  hold  an 
inquiry,  under  section  two  of  the  Death  and  Fire  Inquiries 
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Ordinance  1924,  Into  the  cause  of  the  deaths  of  the  twenty  two 
persons  aforesaid. 

( Sgd )  D.  C.  I.  Wernhan 
Deputy  Commissioner  for  the 
Western  Pacific, 


Tiriata,  Clerk  and  Interpreter,  Tarawa, 
Frank  Highland  of  Tarawa  * 


3 •  Mikaere  of  Tarawa  . 


4.  Leslie  Copeland  of  Tarawa, 

5.  Ikemnwa  of  .Ocean  Island, 

6.  Captain  0.  J.  Dronnan,  Gilbert  and  Ellice 

Defence  Force. 


I  Tiriata,  Clerk  and  Interpreter  in  the  service  of  the  Gilbert 
(  and  Ellice  Islands  Colony,  deposes  on  oath  as  follows: - 

On  September  3rd,  1942,  the  Japanese  landed  at 
Be tie  and  occupied  it.  There  were  about  six  ships.  On  17th 
September,  1942,  I  hoard  from  to.  Cleary  that  the  Japanese 
commander  was  letting  him  leave  Eetio  and  go  to  stay  at  Abackoro. 
On  the  same  day,  Bishop  Terriennc,  Rudolph  Muller  and  three 
Europeans  and  two  Gilbertese  boys  arrived  by  a  big  Japanese  ship, 
I  understand  that  they  came  from  Abemamao  Nabuti,  one  of  the 
Gilbertese  boys  told  me  that  they  came  fror  Abcnana. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Bishop  Terriennc  arrive? 

A.  I  saw  him,  but  I  did  not  talk  to  him.  Both  he  and 

Rudolph  Muller  were  guarded  by  a  Japanese  soldier  with  a  rifle 
and  bayonet. 

On  the  23rd,  September,  1941,  the  Japanese  who  was 
previously  working  for  N.B.K.  at  Butaritari  and  was  now  in  chrrge 
of  the  native  labour  under  the  Japanese  at  Petio,  asked  me  to 
write  a  letter  to  to.  Cleary  at  Abaokoro  to  come  to  Betio,  Next 
day  to.  Cleary  arrived  and  asked  mo  why  he  hod  been  sent  for.  I 
told  him  that  I  did  not  know.  After  ho  changed  his  clothes  he 
went  to  look  for  Masibusi.  Late  on  the  same  day.  I  heard  that 
Mr.  Cleary,  Mr.  Morgan  and  Captain  Handley  were  taken  by  the 
Japanese  to  the  lunatic  enclosure.  About  5»30  pm.  Masibusi 
came  to  my  house,  wanting  myself  and  Chief  Kaubure  Teurakai  to 
leave  Eetio  on  a  Japanese  ship,  early  next  morning.  Next  morning 
r  we  left  Betio  on  a  big  Japanese  ship,  accompanied  by  a  warship 
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I  end  one  ship  ccrrying  equiir.ent  for  listening  for  submarines. 

J  When  we  approached  Bcru,  the  warship  first  cane  up  to  anchorage 
at  full  speed  and  fired  two  or  throe  shots.  The  ship  on  which 
we  wore  travelling  then  anchored.  Then  we  went  ashore  on  the 
launch.  The  tide  was  too  low  to  take  the  launch  into  the  lagoon, 
so  the  Japanese  soldiers  jumped  into  the  water  and  swan  ashore. 
They  could  not  find  the  Europeans  on  the  Government  station,  but 
only  a  few  natives.  The  Japanese  then  went  separately  to  look 
for  the  Europeans,  Two  soldiers  returned  to  the  Government 
station  with  Mr.  Sedd,  They  took  him  cn  board  the  ship, 

Q.  Did  you  sea  any  Roman  Catholic  priest? 

A.  I  saw  Father  Pouvrenu  in  the  District  Officer's 

house,  where  the  Japanese  officer  was. 

Q.  How  did  the  Japanese  treat  Pouvrcau? 

A.  I  did  net  sec.  From  Beru  we  left  for  Tar  ana. 

When  the  Japanese  landed  there,  they  asked  the  natives  where  the 
Europeans  wore.  The  natives  tcld  them  that  they  were  still  in 
their  house.  9n  their  way  down  to  see  the  Europeans,  I  saw  three 
Europeans  walking  towards  then.  The  Japanese  took  them  to  the 
wireless  station.  The  Europeans  packed  their  clothes  and  were 
token  on  board  the  ship. 

Q.  Do  you  knew  their  names? 

A.  No,  two  were  in  uniform  and  the  other  was  wearing 

a  lr.valavc .  I  heard  that  ho  was  a  wireless  operator.  The 
Japanese  took  then  on  board  the  ship.  Then  the  ship  wont  to 
Tabiteuco.  The  Japanese  landed  on  the  Government  Station,  They 
asked  if  any  Europeans  we re  there.  They  found  that  there  were 
no  Europeans  except  the  Roman  Catholic  missionaries.  They  wanted 
to  sec  the  priest  and  the  Chinese  but  only  saw  one  Chinamen.  The; 
had  no  chance  to  sec  the  others  because  acroplano  engines  were 
heard  and  they  hurried  back  to  the  ship.  When  we  reached  the 
ship  we  went  to  Kuria.  There  Leslie  Copeland,  myself,  Kr .  Sadd 
and  the  three  Europonns  were  shipped  to  another  ship.  Then 
Leslie  and  rtysolf  went  ashore  with  Japanese  soldiers.  Other 
Japanese  soldiers  had  already  landed  and  were  looking  for  one 
norc  European.  Not  long  after  they  found  him.  They  took  the 
three  Europeans  on  board , 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  they  were? 

A.  I  do  not  know  their  names. 

q,  H-d  you  seen  then  before? 

A,  No.  Two  were  wearing  uniform  and  the  third  one  was 

weering  c  lr.valavc •  After  that  wo  left  for  Tarawa.  When  we 
reached  Tarawa,  we  all  v/ent  ashore,  also  these  Europeans.  Wc 
waited  beside  the  Government  store  and  the  Europeans  were  taken 
away  by  Japanese  soldiers.  When  the  Japanese  soldiers  arrived, 
they  all  marched  to  the  Japanese  commander .  hasibusi,  Leslie 
,  Copeland,  Fritz  Rcihcr,  Tourakai  and  myself  followed  the  soldiers. 
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The  soldiers  lined  up  in  front  of  the  Japanese  Commander's  house, 
whore  I  saw  all  the  Europeans  whom  we  had  brought.  They  were 
handcuffed  and  tied  against  coconut  trees.  Not  long  after, 
Mnsibusi  told  Leslie  and  myself  to  bo  ready  for  the  next  trip. 
That  day  was  30th  September,  1942.  Oh  1st.  October  Mesibusi 
called  me  and  wo  went  on  board  the  ship.  The  ship  sailed  for 
Nonouti.  Uhen  she  reached  Nenouti,  I  went  ashore  with  the 
soldiers.  They  asked  the  natives  where  all  the  Europeans  had 
run  away  to  on  their  last  visit.  They  were  told  that  the 
Europeans  were  waiting  for  them  on  the  Government  Station.  The 
Japanese  found  them  inside  the  Native  Government .  Office.  They 
called  them  and  lined  them  up  and  questioned  then. 

Q.  How  many  Europeans  were  there? 

A.  Four.  I  do  not  know  their  names  except  for  Mr. 

Lac Arthur „  While  they  lined  up  one  Japanese  came  forward  and  hit 
them  hard  on  the  head  with  his  hand  and  they  fell  down.  Three 
Japanese  officers  with  stripes  on  their  collar  were  watching. 

Then  they  were  all  taken  on  board  and  the  ship  loft  for  Tarawa. 

Q.  Did  you  sec  any  Leman  Catholic  missionaries  on  the 

island? 

A.  No. 

Q.  How  were  these  Europeans  dressed? 

A.  All  except  LacArthur  wore  uniform.  MacArthur  wore 

white  shirt  and  white  trousers. 

After  the  ship  anchored  at  Tarawa,  we  all  landed. 
The  Europeans  were  taken  away  first.  Masibusi  and  I  followed  the 
to  the  Japanese  Commander's  house.  The  four  Europeans  were 
handcuffed  against  other  trees.  The  Europeans,  whom  had  been 
brought  from  Beru,  Tr.mana  and  Kuria  ,  were  still  there,  handcuffed 
and  tied  against  the  trees.  I  heard  that  they  had  been  tied  up 
for  four  days,  before  being  taken  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  A  few 
days  after  that  I  loft  Betio  to  Bonriki  and  stayed  there  for 
two  weeks.  One  day  when  I  was  fishing  in  the  lagoon,  an  U.S, 
warship  was  shooting  at  Betio  from  outside.  Two  U.S.  planes 
dropped  bombs.  Next  day  I  went  to  Betio  to  find  out  what  had 
happened.  I  first  heard  that  all  the  Europeans  had  been  killed, 
because  one  of  then  ran  away  from  the  Lunatic  enclosure.  I 
heard  that  th<  Japanese  found  him  and  took  him  beck  to  the  Lunati- 
Asylum. 

q.  After  seeing  the  European  prisoners  at  the 

Comncndcr 1 s  house,  did  you  sec  them  again? 

A.  Yes.  I  saw  them  twice  after  that.  I  think  that 

I  saw  the  whole  lot  except  Captain  Handley  and  Mr.  MacArthur, 

They  wore  working,  carrying  gravel  near  the  Post  Office. 

q.  Whom  did  you  recognize? 
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A.  I  recognized  i.ir.  Sadd,  the  three  Europeans  fror: 

Trnena  and  the  three  Europeans  fron  Kuria  and  the  3  fron  Noncuti 
I  could  not  recognize  the  others,  except  Mr.  Morgan  and  Mr. 
Cleary, 

Q»  About  how  nany  were  there? 

A.  About  twenty. 

Q*  How  did  the  Japanese  behave  to  the  nenbers  of  the 

Sacred  Heart  Mission? 

A.  Sone  of  the  Japanese  Officers  were  kind  to  then, 

but  nest  were  not. 

Q«  Can  you  tell  re  any  instances  when  they  were  jnsuH 

or  badly  treated  by  the  Japanese. 

A.  No,  but  they  took  fron  the  nissionaries  all  their 

food  and  anything  which  the  Japanese  wanted. 

Q*  Do  you  know  why  the  Japanese  killed  Mr .  Sadd  and  nc 

of  the  Catholic  nissicnaries? 

A.  I  tried  to  ask  Masibusi  why  the  Europeans  were 

killed,  but  he  only  shrugged  his  shoulders. 


October, 


1944. 


Signed  by  no  at  Tarawa  this  sixteenth  day  of 

(Signed)  P.  B.  TIRIATA, 


Before  ne 

(Signed)  D.  C.  I.  WERNHAM 
Deputy  Connissiener  for 
the  We stern  Pacific. 


Frank  Highland,  of  Tarawa  deposes  on  oath  as  follows 

My  wife  and  nyself  were  on  Betio  for  three  days 
a  week  or  two  weeks  before  Betio  was  shelled  for  the  first  tine 
by  a  U.S,  ship  (or  sub)  on  October  15,  1942,  I  saw  Reverent 
Sadd,  one  trader,  McArthur  by  nar.e,  two  New  Zealanders  in  uniforr 
(shorts  and  drill  jackets  with  buttons)  two  New  Zealanders  in 
civilian  clothes.  Each  one  had  his  hands  tied  behind  his  back 
by  several  feet  of  rope,  the  other  end  was  attached  to  coconut 
trees.  This  was  in  Burns  Philips  area.  The  hands  of  one  soldier 
were  swollen.  A  Jap  went  to  him  and  said  "Do  you  went  to  be 
untied  a  little?"  The  New  Zealander  said  "no,  you  tied  it  tight, 
you  can  leave  it  on  os  it  is."  The  sane  Jap  went  to  McArthur 
and  asked  the  sane  question.  McArthur  said,  "Yes  it  is  too 
tight”.  I  and  ny  wife  saw  then  feed  a  tin  of  food  end  a  handful 
of  rice.  Their  hands  were  untied  for  this,  a  guard  being  with 
each  nan.  My  wife  and  I  wore  about  two  fothons  away  at  the  tine. 

The  sane  evening  it  rained.  The  nen  slept  on  the  grass  under  the 
I  trees. 
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/  The  third  morning  after  thnt  we  sew  then  still 

I  tied  up.  My  wife  end  I  were  not  allowed  to  go  near  them. 

Midday  that  day  we  sew  then  locked  up  in  the  lunatic  asylum. 
Their  hands  wore  not  tied.  We  saw  Mr.  Cleary,  Mr.  Morgan 
and  Cr.pt,  Handley  with  then.  Mr.  Cleary  wrote  me  a  letter,  tied 
it  to  a  stone  and  threw  it  outside  the  fence.  The  letter  begget. 
no  to  help  then  with  sugar  if  I  had  any  or  if  not,  native 
molasses  so  after  I  read  that  letter  the  Jap  saw  mo  and  rushed 
at  me.  He  tried  to  hjt  nc  with  a  big  stick,  I  just  walked  awaj 
I  put  a  natch  to  the  letter  after  that.  The  same  afternoon,  I 
left  Betic  and  cane  over  to  Eita.  I  stayed  here  for  a  few  days 
then  my  wife  and  I  took  back  to  thorn  some  sugar  the  Japs  had 
given  my  boy  and  two  bottles  of  molasses.  I  threw  the  sugar 
over  the  fence,  Mr.  Morgan  made  signs  to  me  to  send  a  girl  wo 
had  with  us  to  go  and  talk  to  the  guard  at  the  gate  of  the 
enclosure.  When  the  guard  was  busy  with  the  girl  I  climbed  up 
the  fence,  Mr,  Cleary  climbed  up  inside  and  I  gave  him  the 
two  bottles  of  molasses.  Reverend  Sadd  saw  this  and  got  a  tin 
of  biscuits  and  threw  it  over  the  fence  to  some  young  boys  with 
me  and  told  them  to  keep  it.  The  guard  saw  this  and  chased  us 
away.  We  left  Betlo  then. 

Three  days  after  the  ship  shelled  Ectio,  I  heard 
the  news  that  they  the  European  prisoners  had  been  killed  and 
went  down  with  some  native  boys.  I  asked  the  natives  working 
there  where  they  wore  killed.  They  took  me  two  hundred  yards 
back  of  the  west  side  of  the  lunatic  asylum  fence.  There  were 
many  Japs  around  so  next  morning  at  nine  I  wont  with  Constable 
Takaua  and  saw  where  the  bodies  were  burned  in  a  Babai  pit. 
Takaua  watched  and  I  went  in  the  pit  and  lifted  up  coconut  branc 
and  corrugated  iron.  The  bodies  were  all  partly  burnt.  I  lifte 
one  body  with  just  an  arm  burnt  and  showed  it  to  Takaua.  There 
were  no  heads  on  the  bodies,  I  saw  another  heap  in  the  pit 
and  under  the  iron  were  the  skulls.  When  I  saw  this  I  dropped 
the  tin.  I  then  kept  watch  while  Takaua  looked.  That  is  all 
I  have  to  say. 

q,  ’When  you  sow  the  bodies,  did  you  attempt  to  count 

them? 

A,  No,  They  wore  covered  with  corrugated  iron  and 

coconut  leaves  on  top  of  it. 


Signed  by  me  at  Tarawa  this  18th  day  of  October,  1944. 


Before  me 


(Signed)  F.  HIGHLAND 

(Signed)  D.  C.  I.  WERNHAM 
Deputy  Commissioner  for  th 
Western  Pacific, 
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^onk2nth  as  follov;l:?llbGrt  ^  ElliCG  Islrnds  Colony>  deposes 

Petit  it  me  !^cnvohc  ilr?t  United  Gtr.tcs  aeroplanes  cere  to 
rctio,  it  was  at  abouc  ^  o- clock  in  the  rfterncon,  Two  United 

the ^nn 1 1 °P1 ? nc s  bonbcd  Japanese  ships  in  the  port.  All 
the  native  labourers  ran  on  to  the  reef.  Nhen  the  two 

tho°Pri+?Si  Vpnt  rway >  tbc  stives  returned  to  the  place  where 
rlJ'1St,Gcyernr‘cnt  st^icn  used  to  be  .  I  was  with  the 
~ndhtr-iiin+£jS  5£ufCc  0ne  of  the  JePanese  went  to  the  natives 
Lun-t?idAth?r  thct.one  Gf  bhG  Europeans  had  escaped  fro r  the 
uT  enclosure*  All  the  natives  were  sent  to  the 

tV^t  ,vhlch  wrs  tlie'  office  of  tho  District  Officer.  After 
S?G£  Jf®re  sent  back  to  their  canp,  because  the  Japanese 
So.id  that  the  European  had  been  caught.  B 

...  „  ?,ld  you  remain  with  the  Bishop  or  did  vou  eo  to 

the  office  of  the  District  Officer?  y  g  t0 

District  Officer T™  V/lth  th®  °thCr  nrtivcs  to  the  office  of  the 


Did  the  Japanese  say  who  the  European  was  who  had 


Q  • 

escaped? 

+  A  u  i Tlic  natives  all  went  to  their  canp  and  I  went 

B*sboP  s  house.  Then  one  Japanese  cane  to  us  and  shewed 
his  sword  to  us.  That  sword  was  covered  with  blood  Hr  cn-ir* 
that  he  had  killed  the  Europeans  with  his  sword t 

Q*  Did  you  know  who  that  Japanese  was? 

.  ,  *  do  not  know,  but  perhaps  sore  of  the  natives 

tho  offlocl  He  W0S  nct  C  so:Ldler>  h0  usod  t0  sit  =11  the  time  lr. 

.  ,  v/hen  he  cane  to  the  Bishop's  house  to  shew  his 

sword,  fron  what  direction  did  he  cone? 

„  He  cane  fron  the  direction  cf  tho  eld  native 

Station*  ShoJtlv  n?tf?drWGnt  the  former  Tritish  Government 
btution.  Shortly  after  £  p.r..  I  wont  to  cut  toddy  beside  thr 

Lunatic  Asylum.  I  heard  a  lot  of  noise  and  saw  a  lot  of 

Japanese  inside  the  Lunatic  Asylun  enclosure.  I  wanted  to  soo 

what  was  happening  so  I  wont  to  the  house  which  was  formerly  Led 

by  the  natives  looking  after  the  lunatics.  When  I  reached  tho 

house  I  saw  the  Europeans  sitting  in  a  line  inside  the  enclosures 

Lhilc  I  lry  in  that  house,  tho  Europeans  being  already  lined 

up,  I  saw  one  of  the  Europeans,  it  right  have  been  Captain 

£!£•&  th0  htUS0  by  th0  Pl=oed  in 


Q. 

A. 


V/as  he  alive? 

he  was  dead.  '-Then  he  was  placed  in  front  of  the 
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Europeans,  he  was  lying  down,  covered  with  blood.  Then  one 

th»°??Sn<.S®arted  to  t111  thc  EuroP°onse  He  cut  off  the  head  if 
e  .xrst  European,  then  tho  second,  then  thc  third,  then  I  did 
not  see  any  more  because  I  fainted.,  When  I  care  to,  I  saw  the 

cfPthrSTvnr'+iyin8  nthc  ]crd  00dies  t0  two  pits  on  the  West  side 
cf  the  Lunatic  enclosure.  I  could  net  see  how  nany  bodies 

there  were.  When  I  was  lying  in  the  house,  a  Japanese  Joolie 
ran  pas.  end  fell  down  closo  beside,  with  a  tin  full  of 

w^?PwirCi0tJ!C?  *  JIe  put  th0  tin  down  ln  thc  Ecu  sc,  and 
^  Ck  5°  help  tc  CCTTy  the  corpses.  I  took  the  tin  of 
clothes  and  vent  back  to  the  Bishops s  house.  I  informed  the 

?akenPfJonUne^G  *£2*  ^  Europeans.  The  clShrs  were 
S  Snfshlrt,  °thGr  “ctlvos'  0X0°Pt  fc,r  one  pair  of  shorts  ' 

C,  n  you  toll  tho  dr.tc  on  vhich  thrt  heppenod? 

I  do  not  remember, 

9*  T  ...  ^out  how  rany  Europeans  did  you  soe  lined  ud  in 
thc  Lunatic  Asylum  Enclosure?  p 

^ *  i  di^  not  count  then.  There  wore  more  than  ton. 

heads?  Dld  yCU  rccogni2e  tho  Jep^neao  who  cut  off  their 

to  the  Bishop. ^  WQS  thG  San°  rian  V7h°  Crre  tc  shov/  hls  svvord 


exiles  or  soldiers?*16  j£PanCSe  "h°  killod  thc  Eurcr“ns 
They  were  rll  coolies. 

9*  Do  you  Jmow  who  was  the  European  who  escaped? 

wa*s  fir.  Cleary!  *°  ^  knOW,  bUt  1  heGrd  tr°U  natives  thct  it 

?•  ..  T  Did  ¥ou  rcc°en  ZG  nnY  of  the  Europeans,  who  were 

in  the  Lunatic  enclosure,  other  than  Captain  handley$ 

“•  .  ,  T  ,  _ 1  recognised  Mr,  Sadd  end  Mr.  McArthur.  Before 
that  day  I  had  seen  Jr ,  Cleary  and  other  European  prisoners 
working  on  die  wharf  at  Eetio.  After  the  day  on  which  I  saw 
the  Europeans  killed,  I  did  not  see  any  Europeans  on  Bctio 
except  the  Bishop  Father  Viallon  and  &otho5  cSSrSd. About 
two  days  afterwards  I  saw  tho  bodies  of  thc  murdered  Europeans 
but  it  v/as  difficult  to  see  then  among  the  ashes,  for  the  * 
Japanese  had  burned  then. 


October,  1944, 


Signed  by  nc  at  Tarawa  this  18th  day  of 

(Signed)  Mikaere, 
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I  certify  thr.t  the  above  statement  was 
faithfully  interpreted  by  ne  and  re-interpreted  to  the  witness 
before  his  signature  was  appended  thereto, 

(Signed)  Ernest  Milne. 

Eeforc  nc 

(Signed)  D.  C.  I,  Wcrnhan 
Deputy  Commissioner  for 
the  Western  Pacific, 

Leslie  Copeland  of  Tarawa  deposes  on  oath  as  follows 

The  Japanese  landed  their  troops  on  Betio-  on 
2nc ,  September,  1942,  V/hon  they  landed  Easil  Cleary  stayed 
in  his  house.  Then  the  Japanese  took  over  my  house  and 
Captain  Handley's  house,  I  stayed  in  a  small  house  near  the 
beach.  Every  night  I  went  to  see  Ur,  Cleary  after  dark.  Then 
he  told  me  that  the  Japanese  were  letting  him  go  to  stay  on 
Abaokoro.  The  next  day  I  saw  Mr.  Cleary  on  the  beach  ready 
to  leave  for  Abaokoro.  That  was  the  last  time  I  saw  him. 

The  dry  after  that  Tiriata  and  I  went  on  board  the  Japanese 
ship  and  left  for  Beru. 


Q»  Why  had  you  to  go  on  board? 

The  Japanese  told  Tiriata  and  myself  to  go  on 
board  the  ship.  The  next  day,  when  we  were  at  sen,  Kansaki 
told  us  that  we  were  going  to  Beru.  After  two  days  we 
arrived  at  Beru  before  6  a.m.  We  left  the  ship  at  about 
/  a.m,  to  go  ashore  in  tho  launch. 


Q»  Was  there  only  one  ship? 

L.  One  destroyer,  one  like  an  A.P.C.  and  one  big 

errgo  ship.  When  we  went  ashore  the  tide  was  falling  but  they 
still  wanted  to  go  eshuro.  I  tried  to  get  their  launch  left 
high  and  dry  in  the  passage.  I  did  this  to  give  the  wireless 
operator  ashore  more  time.  All  the  soldiers  had  to  wade  ashore, 
When  we  got  ashore  the  wireless  house  was  on  fire.  The  wireless 
operator  had  cleared  off ,  A  flew  natives  were  on  the  Government 
Station,  but  they  told  the  Japanese  that  they  did  not  know 
where  the  Wireless  Operators  were.  The  natives  told  Kansaki 
that  Mr.  Sadd  and  the  Ronan  Catholic  Father  were  at  their  homes, 
Kansaki  told  me  to  go  ahead  to  tell  the  Father  and  Mr.  Sadd 
that  they  must  weit  in  their  houses.  V/hen  I  got  to  the 
Father's  house,  he  was  already  hiding  in  the  bush.  Mr.  Sadd 
was  in  his  h^use,  I  told  hlfa  that  the  Japanese  were  on  their 
way.  I  returned  to  the  Japanese  as  Kansaki  had  told  ne.  V/hen 
I  reached  the  Father's  place,  the  Jrpanese  were  there,  and  the 
Father  was  there.  Whon  they  had  finished  talking  to  the  Father 
in  his  house,  we  wont  on  to  Mr •  Sadd's  house.  When  they  got 
there  on  the  road  they  sent  word  to  Mr.  Sadd  to  come  and  see 
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then  there.  Mr.  Sadd  did  not  cone  till  after  the  third  message 
Thc-  Japanese  officer  could  not  speak  English  •  nd  Ka.nsa.ki  was 
not  there.  They  called  Ki  .  Sadd  r.  1 ircless  Operator.  I 
succeeded  at  lost  in  telling  then  that  he  was  a  nissionary. 

Then  he  sent  Lr .  Sadd  with  one  soldier  guarding  hir.  to  the 
Govcrnnent  Station.  Y/e  continued  to  the  lr. 3t  villcge  in 
i  nn then  returned  to  the  Govcrnnent  Station.  We 

left  Peru  at  about  5  p,r.  with  Mr.  Sa.dd.  Y/e  left  Beru  and 

Tr£.ena*  We  wcnt  fi shore  at  Tanana  early  next  norning . 
ir.e  three  Europeans  stayed  in  their  houses  waiting  for  the 
Japanese. 

Q»  Do  you  know  their  m.nes? 

£•  ..  ...  because  the  JrPrnesc  would  not  let  us  speak 

withhther  left  TfnRna  ct  2  p,ru  tfkln6  the  three  Europeans 

Who  were  these  three  Europeans? 

„  *  ...  Two  were  soldicrs  rnd  one  was  an  Wireless 

Operator,  //hen  I  reached  there,  one  soldier  was  in  full 

other  was  wearing  a  lnvalava.  The  Japanese  tied 
their  hands,  but  in  ten  ninutes  tine  they  untied  then.  The 

I016  tG  fGt  rocdy  and  they  both  left  in  uniforn 

w^;th  kit  bags.  The  third  European  was  not  in  uniforn.  One 
of  the  soldiers  was  called  "Mack1'  by  the  natives.  He  was 
c.rrk,  and  very  tall  and  strong.  V/c  left  Tanana  for  Tabiteuea. 

.<c  went  ashore  at  Tabiteuea  to  look  for  wireless.  A  native 
toid  the  Japanese  that  there  was  no  Wireless  Operator  or  wirole 
there.  The  Japanese  did  not  neet  any  of  thc  Roman  Catholic 
nissionaries  -here.  We  left  Tabiteuea  for  Tarawa,  but  turned 
aside  to  call  at  Kurin.  We  arrived  there  in  the  evening  and  on< 
Japanese  ship  was  there  before  us.  V/e  went  ashore  and  ret 
Fritz  Reiher  and  Tourakai  there.  As  soon  as  we  got  ashore  the 

frcTL?hG  ship  returned  on  board  with  Tourakai 

and  Fritz,  Fritz  and  Tourakai  told  us  that  the  Japanese  had 
found  two  of  tne  coast -watchers .  In  about  five  ninutes  tine 
we  f oH owed  the  Japanese  officer  down  the  road  to  the  South, 
and  the  Wireless  operator  and  sone  natives  cane  to  us.  The 
Japanese  took  hin  aboard.  He  had  only  a  white  lnvalava. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  nr.no? 

A .  No . 

Q.  Do  you  renenber  what  he  was  like? 

A.  He  was  thin,  and  not  very  toll. 

Q*  Were  the  natives  bringing  this  European  to  the 

Jr  prncse? 

A.  I  could  not  say,  os  I  was  a  little  wey  behind  the 

Japanese  officer.  About  half  an  hour  later  we  went  on  board 
the  other  ship,  where  Fritz  and  Tourakai  were.  I  did  not  see 
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then  there,  fir.  Sndd  did  not  cone  till  after  the  third  message 
The  Japanese  officer  coulc  not  speck  English  end  Kansaki  was 
not  there.  They  celled  Mi  .  Sadd  r.  \  ireless  Operator.  I 
succeeded  at  last  in  tolling  then  that  he  was  a  nissionary. 
ihen  he  sent  Mr •  Srdd  with  one  soldier  guarding  hir.  to  the 
Government  Station.  Y/e  continued  to  the  lr.3t  villcge  in 

i  then  returncd  to  the  Government  Station.  We 

left  P-eru  at  about  5  p,r.  with  Mr.  Sadd  .  Y/e  left  Beru  and 

Tr£ena*  we  WGnt  e shore  rt  Tcnana  early  next  norning . 
The  three  Europecns  stayed  in  their  houses  waiting  for  the 
Japanese. 

?•  Do  you  know  their  names? 

v*  4.U  ...  Seccuse  the  Jcpanesc  would  not  let  us  speck 

iithhther.  6  Uf  T*nen®  at  2  p,ru  trklnE  the  three  Europeans 

Q*  Who  were  these  three  Europeans? 

^  were  soldiers  and  one  was  an  Wireless 
Operator.  When  I  reached  there,  one  soldier  was  in  full 

l'hr  vtL1G!>  wfs  wcrrlnS  G  levelava.  The  Japanese  tied 
in  tcn  minutes  time  they  untied  then.  The 
v0ld  th£n  to  get  ready  and  they  both  loft  in  uniform 
with  kit  bags.  The  third  European  was  not  in  uniform.  One 
of  the  soldiers  was  called  "Mack"  by  the  natives.  He  was 
i‘£r£nn£nd  »Vf'ry  strong  •  V/e  left  Tcnana  for  Tabiteuoa . 

C’?frfT1Cre  Qt  to  look  for  wireless.  A  native 

toid  the  Japanese  that  there  was  no  Wireless  Operator  or  wirele 
there.  The  Japanese  did  not  meet  any  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
missionaries  -bore.  We  left  Tabiteuee  for  Tarawa,  but  turned 
aside  to  call  at  Kurin.  We  arrived  there  in  the  evening  and  on< 
Japanese  ship  was  there  before  us.  We  went  ashore  and  ret 
Fritz  Reiher  and  Tourakai  there.  As  soon  as  we  got  ashore  the 
^rc^:  -irst  ship  returned  on  board  with  Tourakai 

and  Fritz,  hits  and  Tourakai  told  us  that  the  Japanese  had 
founc  two  of  the  coast-watchers.  In  about  five  minutes  tine 
we  ioli owed  the  Japanese  officer  down  the  road  to  the  South, 
and  the  Wireless  operator  end  some  natives  came  to  us.  The 
Japanese  took  him  aboard.  He  had  only  a  white  lnvclnva. 

Q#  Do  you  know  his  nano? 

A.  No. 

Q«  Do  you  remember  what  ho  was  like? 

A.  He  was  thin,  and  not  very  toll. 

Q •  Wore  the  natives  bringing  this  European  to  the 

Ja panose? 

A.  I  could  not  say,  as  I  was  a  little  way  behind  the 

Japanese  officer.  About  half  an  hour  later  we  went  on  board 
the  other  ship,  where  Fritz  and  Tourakai  were.  I  did  not  see 
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Q,  V/erc  there  any  Europeans  or  missionaries  on 

huria.? 

A,  1  did  net  see  any,  Fritz  end  Tourakni  did  not 

know  that  we  were  on  board  til]  we  reached  Botio.  Next 
morning  we  wont  rshcre  at  Betio  with  these  Europeans,  We 
were  r.ll  marched  to  the  house  where  the  Commander  of  the 
Japanese  was,  with  those  seven  Europeans*  After  wo  had  seen 
that,  Kansaki  told  us  that  wo  could  go  hone  and  Tiriata  and 
I  left.  At  about  4  p.n,  the  Japanese  sent  word  that  they  wantc 
r.e  again,  I  went  to  the  Japanese  commander's  house,  I  saw 
those  Europeans  lying  or  sitting  on  the  ground  with  their 
hands  tied  behind  their  backs  and  fixed  to  coconut  palms. 

Q.  Hew  many  were  there? 

A.  Once  before  that  there  were  three.  The  natives 

said  that  they  were  from  Abonana.  But  on  that  afternoon  there 
were  only  the  seven  which  had  arrived  on  the  same  ship  os  I 
did.  The  Japanese  told  r.e  to  be  ready  to  leave  again  at  once, 
Kansaki  took* us  cn  board  a  ship  said  by  the  Japanese  to  bo  the 
"Katori  ham" ,  the  sai  c  ship  on  which  we  went  to  Beru.  Next 
morning  v/e  were  off  the  passage  at  Aboiang.  The  ship  anchored 
close  to  the  passage  and  we  went  ashore  in  a  landing  boat. 

We  slept  in  Bonriki  village.  Next  morning  we  went  as  for  as 
the  South  end,  with  Japanese  soldiers  searching  in  the  bush. 

We  returned  to  the  Government  Station  by  boat  and  slept  there 
that  night.  Next  day  the  Japanese  marched  to  the  North,  V.’e 
slept  at  Ta.knrano  village..  Next  morning  the  Japanese  tried  to 
get  to  hibeno,  but  when  wc  reached  the  passage  the  Japanese 
officer  in  command  changed  his  mind,  V/e  returned  on  a  landing 
boa.t  to  the  Government  Station.  As  far  ns  I  can  remember  we 
left  for  the  ship  on  the  same  day. 

Q.  Did  the  Japanese  find  any  European  missionaries 

there? 

A.  On  the  first  day  Kansaki  went  to  see  the  Sisters 

at  the  Catholic  soninary  with  the  loader  of  tho  Japanese 
soldiers.  I  stayed  on  the  rood  and  did  not  see  any  of  the 
missionaries.  Next  morning  Kansaki  and  I  cycled  back  to  ask 
the  sisters  whether  they  had  any  tobacco.  When  we  got  there 
I  heard  one  of  the  Sisters  report  to  Krnsaki  that  they  had 
hod  a  bad  tine  with  Japanese  soldiers  at  night.  The  Japrncse 
asked  for  nctchei  end  the  Sisters  threw  the  matches  down  to 
them,  but  the  Japanese  wented  the  Sisters  to  cone  down  to  them. 
V/ hen  we  went  North,  Kansaki  and  the  leader  of  the  Japanose  sow 
the  Fathers  at  Koinawa •  I  did  not  see  them,  but  waited  with 
the  other  Japa.nose  in  the  main  road. 

After  we  left  Abaieng  we  went  to  He.iana,  arriving 
in  tho  norning.  It  was  low  water  and  wo  landed  at  Tebikerai. 


r 
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The-  Jr.pr.ncse  walked  to  the  GeVernnont  Station  4  Before  they 
reached  there  they  had  been  told  thrt  two  of  the  Coast- 
Watchers  were  at  the  Government  Station  and  thrt  one  was 
hiding  in  the  bush.  At  the  village  before  the  Government 
Station,  all  the  Japanese  went  to  the  bush  to  look  for  that 
nrn.  About  two  hours  later  they  returned  from  the  bush  withou 
having  found  him.  Some  natives,  when  I  do  not  knew  told 
Krnsaki  that  Maerere  knew  where  the  European  was.  They 
questioned  the  bey  whe  kept  cn  saying  that  he  did  not  know 
whore  the  European  was.  They  tied  his  hand  and  took  hin  to 
the  Gcvernnent  Station.  Between  the  village  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Station  one  native,  whom  I  do  not  knew,  told  Kansaki  that 
he  knew  tho  part  of  the  island  where  the  coast-watcher  was 
hiding#  Krnsaki  told  the  Japanese  leader  and  he  sent  back 
Kansaki  with  6  Japanese  the  native  boy,  and  myself.  Kansaki 
and  two  or  three  soldiers  went  on  tho  boundary  of  the  piece 
of  land  and  ryself,  the  nntivo  boy  and  two  soldiers  were  on 
the  other  boundary.  We  went  right  actoss  the  island.  Y/hen 
we  got  there  tho  two  Japanese  saw  a.  big  bush.  The  two 
Japanese  pointed  that  they  were  going  to  the  bush  and  when  we 
were  marching  there  I  walked  cn  sone  coconut  leaves  and  I 
stood  cn  top  of  the  lid  cf  the  fox-hole  without  knowing  it. 

The  Japanese  hoard  tho  noise,  turned  back  and  lifted  the 
rubbish  up  and  found  the  non  there.  The  Japanese  pushed 
myself  and  the  native  aside,  and  they  all  ran  together.  They 
took  hin  with  them.  This  happened  about  six  and  seven  p.m. 

Wo  reached  the  Government  Station  nt  about  10  p.m.  Ua'erere 
was  still  tied  up  but  they  let  him  loose  next  morning.  The 
two  other  Europeans  had  been  taken  on  the  Government  Station 
on  the  evening  before.  The  natives  said  that  the  Wireless 
Operator's  name  was  Arthur,  and  that  the  man  found  in  the  bush 
was  Leslie  and  tho  other  nan  was  Charlie.  Between  6  c.n.  and 
10  a.m,  the  Japanese  went  to  sec-  the  Fathers  and  Sisters.  I 
saw  the  Fathers  and  Sisters  on  the  Government  Station;  I 
think  that  the  Japanese  brought  them  there.  We  left  Mciona 
in  the  afternoon  and  returned  to  Tarawa.  We  reached  there  in 
the  evening.  Next  morning  ilasibusi  told  me  that  I  could 
leave  Potic.  I  mado  up  my  mind  to  go  and  see  Captain  Handley, 
Basil  Cleary  and  Ur.  Morgan.  I  tried  to  approach  the  lunatic 
asylum,  where  they  were  gaoled,  from  the  back  of  the  village. 
When  I  got  close,  I  saw  Basil  Cleary  inside  the  fence  walking 
between  two  buildings.  I  tried  to  whistle  softly  because  the 
guard  was  on  the  door,  but  he  did  not  hear.  I  tried  to  throw 
a  small  stone,  but  he  did  not  sec,  I  stayed  about  quarter 
of  an  hour,  then  I  returned  slowly.  I  only  saw  Cleary.  The 
same  day  I  left  Betio.  That  night  I  slept  at  Banraeaba.  Then 
I  left  for  Abackoro,  slept  there  two  nights  and  went  to 
Tabor io  and  decided  to  build  my  house  there.  The  same  day  a 
warship  shelled  the  island.  The  date  was  the  15th  October, 
1942,  The  seme  night  some  natives  came  by  canoe  from  Betio 
end  told  us  that  all  the  Europeans  had  been  killed.  On  the 
29th  October,  1942,  the  Japanese  ordered  me  to  return  to  Betio, 
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Then  Masibusi  told  no  that  all  the  Europeans  who  v/oro  in  prison 
had  been  killed , 

Q.  How  did  the  Japencso  treat  the  members  of  the 

Sacred  Heart  Mission? 

A,  When  the  Japanese  were  cor.ing  from  Bunriki  to 

Abaokoro,  they  always  called  at  the  Mission  Station  at  Tabor  io. 

I  think  the  reason  was  that  they  wanted  to  get  wine  fron  Father 
Grandgoorgo.  Generally  the  Japanese  left  the  Missionaries  alone 
unless  they  wished  to  go  through  the  Father’s  gear  to  get 
clothing  or  fish -line, 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  anything  about  Mr.  Morgan’ 

A.  Before  I  left  for  Bcru,  I  sow  Mr.  Morgan  in  the 

Japanese  Commander •  s  house  in  the  corn.r  cf  the  verandah.  He 
was  waving  his  hand  to  me.  I  asked  when  ho  was  going  bock  to 
Bciriki.  He  replied  “new",  I  went  to  the  ship,  but  when  I  got 
back  he  was  not  in  Eairiki  and  I  hoard  that  he  was  in  the  lunatic 
asylum. 

Signed  by  re  at  Tarawa  this  19th  day 
of  October,  1944, 

(Signed)  L.  Copeland. 


Before  me  (Signed)  D.  C.  I.  WERNHAM 

Deputy  Commissioner  for  the 
Western  Pacific. 

Ikarawa  of  Ocean  Island,  Native  Clerk  in  the  service  of  the  Gilbert 
and  Ellice  Islands  Colony,  depbses  on  oath  as  follows :- 

In  19^2  I  was  at  Boru.  Japanese  troops  landed 
at  about  5.30  a.m.  cn  Peru  on  the  29th  cf  September,  194-2.  Mr 
Allan  L,  Taylor  and  Mr,  Thomas  C.  Murray  were  stationed  on  Bcru 
as  Wireless  Operators,  On  that  day  Mr.  Taylor  was  on  watch  from 
4  a.m.  to  8  r.m.  When  the  Japanese  arrived  Tckarara  assisted  Mr. 
Taylor  to  send  the  messages.  Then  the  Japanese  shelled  the  island, 
Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Murray  ran  awry  to  the  burh  at  huka  village, 
and  told  Tckarara  to  burn  the  station  as  soon  as  the  Japanese 
landed , 

Q,  How  dc  you  know  that? 

A.  Mr.  Taylor  told  me,  when  I  saw  him  afterwards. 

The  Japanese  landed  at  the  Government  Station.  About  ten  cf  then 
went  to  the  Mission  Station  at  Kong  or  eng  o  •  I  saw  Mr.  A.  L,  Sr.dd 
in  his  house,  but  I  did  not  speck  to  him.  Then  the  Japanese  ca.no 
bringing  Leslie  Copeland  with  then.  I  ran  to  Tr.bicng,  1  never 
saw  Mr.  Sadd  egain.  The  Japanese  all  returned  to  their  ship  in  the 
evening.  Next  day  (Sundry)  I  saw  Mr.  Taylor  end  lir.  Murray, 

They  had  decided  to  escape  from  Fcru,  using  the  London  Missionary 
Society  launch  and  the  Government  whale-boat.  They  said  that  they 
would  leave  at  5  p.n.  thrt  dry.  They  asked  for  three  natives  to 


J 
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Thc-n  Mnsibusi  told  no  that  all  the  Europe  on  s  v/hc  were  In  prison 
hod  been  killed . 

Q.  How  did  the  Jo  pr  no  sc  treat  the  r.enbers  ef  the 

Sacred  Ilco.rt  Mission? 

A.  When  the  Jcpr.nese  were  coring  fren  Bunriki  to 

Abr.okoro,  they  a  1  wo 73  colled  r.t  the  Mission  Station  at  Taborio. 

I  think  the  reason  was  that  they  v/rntod  to  get  wine  fron  Father 
Grrndgoorge.  Generally  the  Japanese  left  the  Missionaries  alone 
unless  they  wished  to  go  througn  the  Father’s  gear  to  got 
clothing  or  fish -line, 

Q.  Can  you  tell  no  anything  about  Mr.  Morgan? 

A.  Before  I  left  for  Bcru,  I  sow  Mr.  Morgan  in  the 

Japanese  Conncndor ' s  house  in  the  corn  r  cf  the  verandah.  He 
was  waving  his  hand  to  me.  I  asked  when  he  was  going  back  to 
Beiriki,  He  replied  “llow",  I  went  to  the  ship,  but  when  I  got 
back  he  was  not  in  Eairiki  end  I  heard  that  ho  was  in  the  lunatic 
asylum. 

Signed  by  re  at  Tarawa  this  19t.h  dey 
of  October,  1944, 

(Signed)  L.  Copeland. 

Before  r.e  (Signed)  D.  C.  I.  WERNHAM 

Deputy  Commissioner  for  the 
Western  Facific. 

Ikerawe  of  Ocean  Island,  Native  Clerk  in  tho  service  of  the  Gilbert 
and  Ellice  Islands  Colony,  depbses  on  oath  as  follows 

In  1942  I  was  r.t  Bcru.  Japanese  troops  landed 
at  about  5.30  n.n.  cn  Peru  on  the  29th  cf  September,  1942,  Mr 
Allan  L,  Taylor  and  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Murray  were  stationed  cn  Bcru 
as  Wireless  Operators.  On  that  day  Mr.  Taylor  was  on  watch  from 
4  n.n.  to  8  a.n.  When  the  Japanese  arrived  Tckarara  assisted  Mr. 
Taylor  to  send  the  messages.  Then  tho  Japanese  shelled  tho  island. 
Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Murray  ran  awry  to  the  bush  at  Imka  village, 
and  told  Tckarara  tc  burn  the  station  as  soon  as  the  Japanese 
landed , 

Q.  How  dc  you  know  that? 

A,  Mr.  Taylor  told  no,  when  I  saw  him  afterwords. 

The  Japanese  landed  rz  the  Government  Station.  About  ten  of  then 
went  to  the  Mission  Station  at  Kongcrongo.  I  saw  Mr .  A.  L.  Sr.dd 
in  his  house,  but  I  did  not  speak  to  him*  Then  the  Japanese  cane 
bringing  Leslie  Copeland  with  then.  I  ran  tc.  Tr.bicng,  1  nover 
sow  Mr.  Sadd  cgnin.  The  Japanese  all  returned  to  their  ship  in  the 
evening.  Next  day  (Sundry)  I  saw  Mr,  Taylor  and  Ir.  Murray, 

They  had  decided  tc  escape  from  Peru,  using  the  Lcndon  Missionary 
Society  launch  and  the  Government  whale-boat.  They  said  that  they 
would  leave  at  5  p.m»  that  day.  They  asked  for  tliree  natives  tc 
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go  with  ther.  me1  Constable  Teikorawr. ,  L.M.S,  Teacher  Tnrieta  and 
Irate  were  willing  to  go  with  then.  I  went  to  Tabieng  to  ask  the 
natives  tc  help  to  carry  the  stores  to  the  boets.  When  I  was 
there,  a.  native  arrived  on  a.  bicycle  to  tell  no  that  LIr .  Taylor 
and  Mr.  Murray  wore  not  going,  and  to  tell  me  to  go  to 
Kungorongo  at  about  7  p.m  I  went  there,  and  they  told  rue  that 
they  were  not  going  because  Pastor  Iubili  would  not  let  then  have 
the  London  Missionary  Society  launch,  and  the  Native  Government 
refused  the  Gcvernrent  wha.lo-bcnt,  because  they  were  frightened 
of  the  Japanese.  The  natives  said  that,  before  he  left,  the 
Japanese  Commander  told  then  that  the  island  would  be  shelled  if 
the  natives  allowed  the  Europeans  tc  leave  the  island.  After 
that  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Murray  stayed  at  Rongorcngo  till  the 
Japanese  returned  on  the  7th  of  October,  1942,  On  that  day  I 
went  to  Rongorcngo  to  see  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Murray,.  A  native 
boy  care  from  the  Government  station  to  say  that  the  Japanese  had 
landed  at  the  Government  station  and  wanted  to  take  Mr .Taylor 
and  Mr.  Murray.  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Murray  went  to  meet  the 
Japanese.  They  told  ne  not  to  go  with  them.  So  I  went  back,  and 
they  went  towards  the  Government  station.  I  never  saw  them  again. 

Q*.  Did  you  know  tho  names  of  any  of  the  other 

New  Zealanders  who  wore  in  the  Gilbert  Islands  in  1942? 

A,.  There  were  only  two  New  Zealanders  at  Beru, 

Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Murray.  I  do  not  know  the  nemos  of  any  of  the 
others » 


Signed  by  me  at  Tarawa  this  20th  day  of  October,  1944,. 


Before  no 


(Signed)  I  KAMA'// A 

(Signed)  D.  C.  I.  WERNHAM 
Deputy  Commissioner  for  the 
Western  Pacific. 


Oliver  John  Drenna.n,  Crptain  in  the  Gilbert  and  Ellice  Defence 
Force,  and  resident  at  Tarawa,  deposes  on  oath  as  followss- 

I  am  an  Assistant  District  Officer  in  the 
Gilbert  Islands  District.  According  to  the  records  kept  in  the 
office  of  the  District  Officer,  Gilbert  Islands  District,  tho 
following  Now  Zealand,  personnel  were  on  Coast-Watching  duty  in 
the  Gilbert  Islands,  at  the  time  of  the  Japanese  occupa.tion:- 

£t  Little  Mckln: 

Operator  -  M.P.  McQuinn 
Soldiers  -  Pte  B.  L.  Were  (64696) 

-  Pte  L.  E.  H.  Muller  (65006) 
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iJL&U&Eli&Cl: 

Opcrr.tor  -  J.  1.1,  Jones. 

Soldiers  -  J.  li.  Menzic.s  (36495) 
-  M.  Menzies , 


Operctor  -  S.  R,  Wrllr.ee. 
iLtLHLiaafl.1 

0p>  rotor  -A.  C.  Heenen 
Soldiers  -  Pte.  L.  P.  Speedy  (64653) 
-  Pte  C,  J .  Owen  (64606) 


ALitarlL* 

Operr.tor  -  H.  K.  C,  Hearn. 

Soldiers  -  R.  Jones  (64485) 

-  R.A.  Ellis  (64382) 

AUtLQE&Efl 

Operator  -  J.  J.  McCrrthy 
Soldiers  -  Pte.  D.  H.  Hove  (64056^ 

-  Pte.  R.  J.  Hitchon  (63882) 

At  Non cut 1: 

Operator  -  A,  E.  McKenna. 

Soldiers  -  Pte.  C.  A.  Kilpin  (64057) 

-  Pte.  J.  II.  Nichol  (64062) 


A-t-Penu 

.• 

Operators  -  A.  L.  Trylor 
-  T.  C.  Murray. 

At  ..Jiranas 


Operator  -  C.  A.  Pcr.rsr.il 
Soldiers  -  Pto  W, A ,R .Parker  (64005) 

-  Pte  K,  M.  .McKenzie  (64022), 


Signed  by  no  rt  Tar;  wa  t».is  20th  day  of  October,  1944, 


Before  r.ie 


(Signed)  0.  J.  Drcnnan, 

(Signed)  D.  C.  I,  Wcrnhan 

Deputy  Conr.iissicner  for  the  Western  Pacific, 
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FINDING 

That  it  is  established  beyond  doubt  that  the 
said  twenty  two  persons,  nanely  - 


1.  Reginald  G,  Morgan 

2.  Basil  Cleary 

3.  Isaac  R.  Handley 

4.  A.  M.  McArthur 

5.  A,  L.  Sadd 

6.  A,  C.  Keenan 

7.  J.  J.  McCarthy 

8.  H,  R.  Ct  Hearn 

9.  A.  E,  McKenna 

10.  A.  L.  Taylor 

11.  T.  C.  Murray 


12*’  C,  A,  Pearsall 
13pcL,  B.  Speedy 
14t,C,  J,  Owua 
13  *  «D.  H.  Ilowe 
16.R.  J,  Hitchen 
x.7 V.R.  Jones 
18,  R  ,  A.  Ellis 
19 o  C.  A.  Kilpin 

20.  J.  K.  Hi chol 

21.  W.  A.  R,  Parker 

22.  R.  M.  McKenzie 


were  killed  by  Japanese  at  Betio,  Tarawa  on  or  about  the  fifteenth 
day  of  October,  1942, 

(Signed)  D.C.I,  Wernhan 
Deputy  Ccmissicner  fo:$  the 
Wostern  Pacific. 

20th  October,  1944, 

I  certify  that  the  presents  typewritten  on  this  and  the 
fifteen  proceeding  pages  are  a  true  copy  of  the  record  of  an 
Inquiry  held  at  Tarawa  on  the  sixteenth,  eighteenth,  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  days  of  October,  1944,  under  section  two  of  the 
Death  and  Fire  Inquiries  Ordinance  1924. 

At  Tarawa,  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
Islands  Colony,  this  nineteenth 
day  of  March,  1946, 


(Signed)  D,  C.  I.  V/ernhan 
Deputy  Corj.iisf loner  for  the 
Western  Pacific. 
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JFIJDING 

That  it  is  Gstr.blished  beyond  doubt  that  the 
said  twenty  two  persons,  nanely  - 


1.  Reginald  G,  Morgan 

2.  Basil  Cleary 

3.  Isaac  R,  Handley 

4.  A.  M.  McArthur 

5.  A,  L.  Sadd 

6.  A,  C.  Heenan 
.  J.  J.  McCarthy 
.  H,  R.  Ct  Hearn 

9.  A.  E,  McKenna 

10.  A.  L.  Taylor 

11.  T.  C.  Murray 


12»‘  C,  A,  Pearsall 
13ccL,  Be  Speedy 
x4  ;  »C,  J.  0Vi.Il 
13  c  aD  ,  H,  Howe 
lo-.Ro  J.  Hitchen 
17  V  .R.  Jones 
18,  R  ,  A.  Ellis 
19 «  C,  A.  Kilpin 

20.  J,  H.  Nichol 

21.  W.  A.  R.  Parker 

22.  R.  M.  McKenzie 


were  killed  by  Japanese  at  Betio,  Tarawa  on  or  about  the  fifteenth 
day  of  October,  1942, 

(Signed)  D.C.I,  VVernhan 
Deputy  Ccmissicner  fo:i  the 
*••*•-<***.  Western  Pacific. 

20th  October,  1944, 

I  certify  that  the  presents  typewritten  on  this  and  the 
fifteen  proceeding  pages  are  a  true  copy  of  the  record  of  an 
Inquiry  held  at  Tarawa  on  the  sixteenth,  eighteenth,  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  days  of  0ctobo»r,  1944,  under  section  two  of  the 
Death  and  Fire  Inquiries  Ordinance  1924, 

At  Tarawa,  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
Islands  Colony,  this  nineteenth 
day  of  March,  1946. 


(Signed)  D,  C.  I.  V/ernhan 
Deputy  Commissioner  for  the 
Western  Pacific, 
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